
Welcome to the class: 

“DIVORCE BASICS: PROCESS and the LAW”

While you are waiting for class to begin, please:

 If possible, watch using a computer, laptop or tablet

 Mute your audio

 Print the documents posted at the court’s website: 

https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/divisions/family-
law/family-law-zoom-classes 

 Print and complete the “Property Worksheet”

 Have a pen and paper available

 Be ready to start promptly at 8:30 a.m.

                                                        Thank you!

https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/divisions/family-law/family-law-zoom-classes
https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/divisions/family-law/family-law-zoom-classes
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◦ Court attorney who can help you better represent 

yourself

◦ Available to either side

◦ Nothing is confidential

◦ Can help you with legal papers

◦ Can help you with service of the legal papers

◦ Can help with the filing of papers

◦ FLF does not go to court with you

◦ FLF does not represent you

FAMILY LAW 

FACILITATOR:

What can we do for 

you?



GOALS FOR THIS CLASS:

• Understand the divorce process—what 

steps you need to take and when

• Understand the basic law in the different 

issue areas, such as custody, support, 

property—so you understand your options

• Gain important pointers on how to fill 

out your forms correctly—so you can save 

time



Want to get divorced?

 One spouse must file the correct legal papers with the correct court

 The legal papers must be correctly served (given) to the other spouse

 One or both spouses must do their correct financial disclosures

 Resolve your issues: (Default, mutual agreement or trial?)

 Custody and visitation

 Child support

 Spousal support

 Property division: Both assets and debts

 File the correct documents in the correct manner to get your Judgment

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://hacklibraryschool.com/2013/01/16/dewey-it-yourself/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Before I think about filing for divorce…

 Have we tried marriage counseling?

 Do I have copies of all our important 
legal and financial documents—in a 
safe place?

 Have I run a credit check?       
www.annualcreditreport.com

 Do I need to make estate planning 
changes? 

http://www.annualcreditreport.com/


What’s in YOUR refrigerator??



Do I need an attorney????

 Hire an attorney: “YOU do it!”

 Limited scope representation: 

     “I can do part of it!”

 Mediation: “I want to work on the divorce 

amicably with my partner.”

 Self-represented: “I can do this!”







OPTIONS FOR CREATING 

YOUR LEGAL PAPERS

California Courts Self-Help 
Center: Lots of Information 
and the free forms 
available that you complete 
on your own

Law Help Interactive: Free 
forms that you complete 
yourself by answering 
written interview questions

Guide and File: Answer online 
questions and automatically 
create the forms.  File 
electronically or print and file on 
your own.

Links: On the next page



California Courts Self-Help Center: Extensive information and free forms to 

complete on your own: https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/divorce GREAT SITE!

Law Help Interactive: By answering written interview questions, you complete legal 

forms for free: https://www.butte.courts.ca.gov/self-help/online-resources  

Guide and File: Answer online questions on your own and your forms are created 

for free.  You can then print the documents to serve and file or electronically file: 

www.guideandfile.com 

Websites to create the legal forms:

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-

https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/divorce
https://www.butte.courts.ca.gov/self-help/online-resources
http://www.guideandfile.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Oxygen480-devices-computer-laptop.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


BASIC INFORMATION 

ABOUT YOUR POSSIBLE 

ISSUES-- 

• Custody   

• Visitation 

• Child Support

• Spousal Support 

(alimony)

• Division of 

Property: Assets 

and Debts



Custody and Visitation….It’s all about 

who is RESPONSIBLE and when

CUSTODY: There are 2 types of 
custody:

 PHYSICAL CUSTODY: With whom 
does your child live on a day-to-
day basis?

 LEGAL CUSTODY: Who makes the 
decisions about your child’s 
welfare?

 Choice of daycare and school

 Choice of medical and mental 
health providers

 Choice of religion

VISITATION: 

 When the parent who does not have physical 
custody is with the child

OTHER WAYS OF NAMING THE SAME THING:

 “Parenting plan”

 “Time share schedule”

PEACE CLASS is required! Online only and FREE:

https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/divisions/
family-law/peace-online 

 Remember to file that Certificate of Attendance.

This Photo by Unknown 

Author is licensed under 

CC BY-SA

https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/divisions/family-law/peace-online
https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/divisions/family-law/peace-online
http://ministry-to-children.com/how-to-boost-the-self-image-of-preteens/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


1. If you have a minor child or children of the 
marriage, there must be an order for child 
support.

2. If neither spouse receives Cal-Works 
(welfare), then you both are free to 
negotiate the amount of child support and 
the effective date of the order.

3. If you want to mediate the issue of child 
support, please call the (South County) 
Family Law Facilitator’s Office to schedule 
an appointment—FREE.

4. Amount of child support in CA is based 
generally on:

 Number of children

 Percentage of time share for each 
parent

 Gross income

 Tax deductions

5. Contact the Dept of Child Support Services 
for help: (866) 901-3212

This Photo by Unknown Author islicensed und er CC BY-ND

http://lehighvalleyramblings.blogspot.com/2009/07/lehigh-county-has-new-domestic.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


SPOUSAL SUPPORT??

 This is money that one spouse may pay to the other spouse to 

help support them. Must be in the form of a court order.

 “Temporary Spousal Support” for while the case is pending

 Usually based on a formula

 “Post-Judgment Spousal Support” is based on the FC 4320 

factors: 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection

.xhtml?sectionNum=4320.&lawCode=FAM 

 Can be waived….bye-bye!

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4320.&lawCode=FAM
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4320.&lawCode=FAM


“Property Worksheet” p. 1



“Property Worksheet” p. 2



Let’s check out the following legal forms:

 FORMS: 

 FL-107 INFO SHEET

 FL-110 SUMMONS

 FL-100 PETITION

 FL-105 Declaration Under UCCJEA

 FILING FEE:

 $435: Cash, check, money order or credit card

 FW-001 Request to Waive Court Fees

 FW-003 Order on Court Fee Waiver

 GET MORE INFORMATION: 
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1229.htm 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/1229.htm


FL-107 INFO

STEP 3B: Identify and solve your 

issues:

• Child custody and visitation

• Child support

• Spousal support

• Division of property: Both 

assets and debts

For more information on ways to 

get orders regarding your issues, 

see the “Resolve Your Issues” 

handout from the Family Law 

Facilitator’s Office.

This Photo by Unknown 

Author is licensed 

under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Arrow_up_green.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Pull that 

wagon to 

completion!



Judgment FL-180 p. 1

• Your goal is to get this document

• When signed by the judge and filed with 

the court, it signals that your divorce is 

complete

• Page 1: Indicates the date that marital 

status is terminated (you’ve become 

single)



Judgment FL-180 p. 2

• The issues in your divorce are listed here. 

They are determined by what is requested 

in the Petition FL-100 and Response FL-

120.  Those issues must be resolved by the 

time of Judgment.

• For each issue: Either you both make a 

written agreement OR the judge makes 

orders.

• The final orders are attached to the 

Judgment.  You can treat each issue as a 

“chapter” in your divorce “book.”  Get 

each one resolved—one at a time.



Box #2 

Couples:

“Petitioner, 

don’t take 

my default” 

letter

“Default”: 

• The Respondent has a 

minimum of 30 days to 

file a Response FL-120. 

•  After 30 days if they 

don’t file the Response, 

then Petitioner may 

“take the Respondent’s 

default”—terminate 

Respondent’s ability to 

participate in the court 

case.

• This is done by 

Petitioner filing the 

Request to Enter Default 

FL-165.





SUMMONS-

FL-110



Petition FL-100



DATE OF SEPARATION                 …hmmm

 When did I know in my heart of 

hearts that our marriage was 

over?

 When did I communicate this to 

my spouse?

 When did we physically 

separate?



PETITION

FL-100



UCCJEA

FL-105



Response FL-120





REQUEST 

FW-001



NEXT STEP: Filing 

your documents

1. Filing fee = $435 (payable to Santa 
Barbara Superior Court Clerk) or 
qualify for fee waiver

2. File in person M – F 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

3. FAX file to Clerk’s Office at 
805.882.4519. $1/page. Use MC-005.

4. E-File your documents through a private 
filing provider (eFile on the court’s 
website); $ to provider for e-filing

5. Drop off the original and 2 copies to the 
security guard at the Figueroa Division of 
the court.  Include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope for return of copies.

6. Mail the original and 2 copies to the 
Clerk’s Office.  Include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope for return of copies.



MC-005 

FAX 

coversheet

INSERT: 3-digit 

security code

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://www.pngall.com/arrow-png
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Service!



NEXT STEP: 

Serving your 

documents…

 IMPORTANT: 

 YOU CANNOT SERVE your own documents.  You 
need another adult to serve, who is not part of 
the case.

 Serve by personal service, or

 In CA: serve by mail with Notice and 
Acknowledgement of Receipt (NAR) FL-117

 Outside CA in US: serve by certified mail, 
restricted delivery, return receipt requested or 
with NAR or by personal service

 Outside the US: Very complicated.  

 General information: 
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1229.htm#panel87
60 

 Contact the Family Law Facilitator for help!

https://www.courts.ca.gov/1229.htm#panel8760
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1229.htm#panel8760


DON’T FORGET TO FILE THAT PROOF OF 
SERVICE!



FL-115

Proof of 

Service



Yay!  You’ve completed Steps #1 and 2.

NEXT STEPS:

 Do your Financial Disclosures: 

 Class starts at 10:30 a.m. today!

 Work on making an agreement regarding custody and 
visitation: 

 Attend FLF custody/visitation classes. 

 Attend the PEACE class.  

 Make a mediation appointment with Family Court Services

 Work on making an agreement regarding child support and 
spousal support:

 Make a mediation appointment with FLF

 Work on making an agreement regarding property division:

 Simple cases: Make a mediation appointment with FLF



Unsure of what 
to do??



You too can do it….



Thank you.

For further assistance, please: 

 call 805.882.4660 

or email us at SBFLF@sbcourts.org 

Check us out at 

https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov 

And remember…

It will get better.

mailto:SBFLF@sbcourts.org
https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/
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